
Intermittent  Fasting:  Lose
Weight and boost your health
Have you ever skipped breakfast and felt fine? Or maybe you’ve
heard  a  friend  talk  about  “eating  only  during  a  certain
window” and wondered if it’s safe or even effective? That’s
intermittent fasting. It might sound like just skipping meals,
but it’s more than that.

Many people around the world now use this method to lose
weight, feel better, and even live longer. But is it right for
you?

Let’s  take  a  simple  and  clear  look  at  what  intermittent
fasting is and how it works.

What Is Intermittent Fasting?
Intermittent fasting is not a diet. It does not say what to
eat.  It  says  when  to  eat.  People  follow  a  pattern  that
includes times of eating and times of not eating (fasting).

During the fasting period, no food is eaten. Only water, black
coffee, tea, or other drinks without calories can be taken.
Then comes the eating period, where regular meals are eaten
within a certain time window.

This  pattern  does  not  need  calorie  counting.  It  does  not
involve  special  foods  or  strict  rules.  It  is  simple  and
flexible. That is why many people try it.

Different Methods of Intermittent Fasting
There are a few popular ways to do intermittent fasting. Each
method has its timing for fasting and eating.

The 16/8 Method: This is the most common way. You fast
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for  16  hours.  You  eat  during  an  8-hour  window.  For
example, you eat between 12:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. After
8:00 p.m., no more food until the next day at noon.
The 5:2 Method: You eat normally for 5 days of the week.
In  2  days,  you  eat  very  little  (around  500–600
calories).  These  2  days  are  not  back-to-back.  For
example, fast on Monday and Thursday. Eat normally on
other days.
Eat-Stop-Eat: This means fasting for 24 hours once or
twice a week. For example, you eat dinner at 7 p.m.,
then fast until 7 p.m. the next day. It is harder than
16/8. Most beginners do not start with this.
Alternate-Day  Fasting:  You  fast  every  other  day.  On
fasting days, you eat very little or nothing. On other
days, you eat normally. This method is strict. It may
not suit everyone.
One Meal a Day (OMAD): You eat one big meal a day. You
fast for the rest of the day. Some people do it daily.
Others do it 2–3 times per week. It works for some, but
may feel too hard for others.

How Does Intermittent Fasting Work?
When you eat food, your body gets energy from it. If you eat
more than you need, the extra energy turns into fat and gets
stored in your body.

But when you fast, you stop eating for a period of time.
During this time, your body doesn’t get new energy from food.
So, it starts to use the stored fat for energy instead. This
is how fasting can help with weight loss.

Also, fasting cause your insulin levels to go down. Insulin is
a hormone that helps your body store fat. Lower insulin makes
it easier for your body to burn fat.

Your body gets a break from digesting food, when you fast.
This break lets your body rest, repair, and clean itself. One



of  the  ways  it  does  this  is  through  a  process  called
autophagy.  Autophagy  is  when  your  body  gets  rid  of  old,
damaged cells and makes new, healthy ones.

How  Intermittent  Fasting  Affects  Your
Cells and Hormones
When you fast, many things happen inside your body. These
changes take place at the cell level and help improve your
health.

Growth Hormone Increases: When you fast, your body makes
more human growth hormone (HGH). This hormone helps your
body burn fat and build muscle. More HGH can support
weight loss and better fitness.
Insulin Levels Go Down: Fasting lowers the amount of
insulin in your body. Lower insulin helps your body
reach and burn stored fat more easily. It also helps
prevent diseases like type 2 diabetes.
Cell Repair Begins: While fasting, your body starts a
cleanup process called autophagy. This means your cells
break down and remove old, damaged parts. This helps
your body stay healthy and work better.
Gene Changes for Better Health: Fasting can also change
how your genes work. These changes may help you live
longer and protect your body from certain diseases.

Health Benefits of Intermittent Fasting
Many studies show that intermittent fasting can help improve
health in several ways.

Weight Loss: Intermittent fasting helps people eat fewer
meals. This usually means fewer calories. Also, fasting
changes  hormone  levels.  It  increases  the  release  of
norepinephrine, which boosts metabolism. Together, these
changes  help  the  body  burn  more  fat.  This  leads  to
weight loss.



Improved  Insulin  Sensitivity:  Fasting  lowers  blood
sugar. It also reduces insulin levels. Over time, the
body becomes more sensitive to insulin. This can help
lower the risk of type 2 diabetes.
Heart Health: Fasting can help reduce risk factors for
heart disease. These include:
Lower blood pressure
Lower cholesterol
Reduced inflammation
Better blood sugar control
Brain  Health:  Fasting  improves  brain  function.  It
increases  the  brain  hormone  BDNF  (brain-derived
neurotrophic  factor).  This  hormone  helps  nerve  cells
grow. It also helps protect the brain from diseases like
Alzheimer’s.
Longer  Life:  Animal  studies  show  that  fasting  helps
animals live longer. More studies in humans are needed.
But  early  signs  show  fasting  may  help  people  live
healthier, longer lives.

What  Can  You  Eat  and  Drink  During
Intermittent Fasting?
During the fasting window, do not eat any food. Only drinks
with no calories are allowed.

These include:

Water
Black coffee
Herbal tea
Green tea (no sugar or milk)

During the eating window, eat healthy foods.

Focus on:

Vegetables



Fruits
Whole grains
Lean meats
Healthy fats (like olive oil, avocado, nuts)
Avoid junk food, sugar, and fried foods. Eating healthy
is still important during the eating period.

Who Should Not Try Intermittent Fasting?
Intermittent fasting is not for everyone. Some people should
talk to a doctor before starting. These include:

Pregnant or breastfeeding women
People with diabetes
People with eating disorders
Children and teens
Anyone taking medications that affect blood sugar
If your feeling dizzy, weak, or sick while fasting, stop
immediately and talk to a doctor.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
Some people do not see results with intermittent fasting.
Listed Below is some common mistakes and ways to avoid them:

Eating Too Much During the Eating Window: Fasting works1.
best when you eat fewer calories overall. If you eat too
much during your eating window, you may not lose any
weight.

Eat  normal  portions.  Choose  healthy  foods  like  fruits,
vegetables, whole grains, and lean protein.

Not Drinking Enough Water: Fasting can sometimes make2.
you forget to drink water. But your body still needs
fluids, even when you are not eating.

Keep a water bottle with you all day. Drink plenty of water
during both fasting and eating times.



Choosing the Wrong Fasting Plan: Some fasting plans are3.
too  hard  for  beginners.  If  your  plan  feels  too
difficult,  you  might  quit  or  feel  unwell.

Start with an easy plan like 12 hours fasting and 12 hours
eating (12/12). Slowly increase your fasting time as your body
adjusts.

Not Sleeping Well: Bad sleep can make you tired and4.
hungry. It can also slow your body’s ability to burn
fat.

Try getting 7 to 9 hours of sleep every night. A good night’s
sleep helps you stay on track with fasting.

Tips to Succeed with Intermittent Fasting
Start small: Begin with a 12-hour fast and increase from
there.
Stay busy: Keep your mind off food during fasting.
Plan meals: Prepare meals ahead to avoid overeating.
Stay hydrated: Drink water throughout the day.
Be patient: Results may take time. Give it at least a
few weeks.



FAQs
Q1. Can I exercise while fasting?

A: Yes. Light to moderate exercise is okay. Some people even
feel more energetic during fasting. But listen to your body.
If you feel weak, take it easy or eat a small snack before the
workout.

Q2. Can I take supplements?

A: Yes, but choose supplements that do not break the fast.
Avoid ones with sugar or calories.

Q3. Will I lose muscle during fasting?

A:  Not  if  you  eat  enough  protein  and  do  some  resistance
training. The body burns fat first, not muscle.

Q4. Will fasting slow down my metabolism?

A: No. Short-term fasting can increase metabolism. But very
long fasting or too few calories for a long time can slow it.

https://www.womenhealthanddiet.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Depositphotos_483567912_S.jpg


Q5. Is it safe to fast every day?

A: Yes, for many people. But always listen to your body. If
you feel weak or sick, take a break or talk to a doctor.

Final Thoughts
Intermittent fasting is a simple and helpful way to improve
your health. It can support weight loss, help your body work
better, and fit into many different lifestyles. You don’t need
to buy special foods or spend any money. It’s free, flexible,
and easy to try.

But remember, it’s not a magic solution. You still need to eat
healthy, drink water, and get enough sleep. Start out slow and
give your body time to adapt to changes. Give it a try for a
few weeks and see how you feel.

With patience and good habits, intermittent fasting can become
a routine that helps you feel healthier and more in control
every day.


