Everything You Need to Know
About Watermelon

As temperatures rise and the days get longer, one fruit takes
center stage on picnic tables, roadside stalls, and refreshing
drink menus — watermelon. Most people associate it with summer
for a reason: it’s sweet, juicy, refreshing, and packed with
hydration. While many enjoy its vibrant red flesh, few take
the time to explore just how much this fruit has to offer.

So, let’s dive into everything you need to know about
watermelon.

Overview Of Watermelon:

Watermelon is a big, round fruit. Its name in science 1is
Citrullus lanatus. It belongs to the same family as cucumbers
and pumpkins. It has a hard green outside and a soft, juicy
inside. Watermelon is a kind of berry called a pepo.

Watermelon is a fruit, but people also use it like a
vegetable. The white part under the green skin is called the
rind. Some people cook the rind or use it to make pickles.

Nutritional Profile of Watermelon (Per 1
Cup — 1529)

Calories 46 kcal
Water 91%
Carbohydrates 11.5¢

Sugar 9.44
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Fiber 0.69
Protein 0.9q
Fat 0.2¢g
Vitamin A 5% DV
Vitamin C 14% DV
Potassium 4% DV
Magnesium 4% DV

Historical and Cultural Background

Watermelon has been grown for more than 4,000 years. People in
ancient Egypt grew it and even placed it in tombs. 0ld texts
from India and Rome also mention watermelon. In the 1600s,
artists like Giovanni Stanchi painted pictures of early
watermelons, which looked very different from the ones we eat
today. They had light-colored flesh with swirled patterns and
were not as sweet.

Today, China grows the most watermelons in the world,
producing almost two-thirds of the total supply.

Varieties of Watermelon

There are over 1,000 watermelon varieties. Most have red or
pink flesh, though yellow, orange, and white-fleshed types
also exist. Varieties include:

» Seeded: Traditional with black or white seeds.
- Seedless: Popular for convenience.

= Mini: Smaller and easier to store.

- Picnic: Larger varieties meant for sharing.



Health Benefits of Watermelon

- Hydration Support: Watermelon is composed of 91% water,
making it excellent for maintaining hydration levels,
especially in hot climates.

= Rich in Antioxidants: Watermelon contains lycopene, a
powerful antioxidant that may help reduce oxidative
stress, support heart health, and protect against
certain types of cancer. Also it contains citrulline,
which is an amino acid that supports blood flow.

= Cardiovascular and Muscle Support: Citrulline in
watermelon may help reduce blood pressure and muscle
soreness. Lycopene may contribute to lower LDL
cholesterol levels and better arterial function.

= Supports Skin and Eye Health: Vitamin C in watermelon
aids in collagen production, while vitamin A supports
vision and skin regeneration.

- Weight Management: Low in calories and fat, watermelon
can be a satisfying snack that supports weight loss
efforts through volume and hydration.



Culinary Uses

Watermelon is widely used in both sweet and savory dishes. Its
versatility makes it suitable for various global cuisines,
especially in tropical and subtropical regions.

Common culinary uses include:

 Fresh slices or cubes

= Juices, smoothies, and slushies

= Frozen desserts like sorbets and popsicles
» Salads with cheese, mint, or arugula

» Fruit salsas and chutneys

» Stir-fried or pickled watermelon rind

Possible Side Effects of Eating Too Much
Watermelon

While watermelon is generally safe and healthy, excessive
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consumption may lead to:

- Digestive Issues: Eating too much watermelon can upset
the stomach. Because it has a lot of water and natural
sugar, it may cause bloating, gas, or even diarrhea in
some people. This is more likely if large amounts are
eaten 1in one sitting. People with sensitive stomachs
should be careful not to eat too much at once.

- Blood Sugar Spikes: Watermelon contains natural sugars,
which can raise blood sugar levels if eaten in large
amounts. Although it has a low glycemic load, people
with diabetes or those trying to control their blood
sugar should eat watermelon in small portions. It’s best
to enjoy it as part of a balanced meal rather than on
its own.

- Potassium Overload: Watermelon has a small amount of
potassium. For most people, this is not a problem. But
in rare cases, eating too much watermelon may cause
potassium levels to rise too high, especially in people
with kidney problems. The kidneys may not be able to
remove extra potassium from the body, which can lead to
health issues.

= Allergic Reactions: Although it is uncommon, some people
may be allergic to watermelon. This can cause itching,
swelling, or other mild symptoms. In rare cases, it
might lead to a stronger reaction. People who are
allergic to melons, cucumbers, or similar fruits and
vegetables may also react to watermelon.

Moderation is key, especially for individuals with diabetes,
kidney conditions, or sensitivities to high-FODMAP foods.

What Are FODMAP Foods?

FODMAPs are short-chain carbohydrates and sugar alcohols that
are absorbed in the small intestines poorly. FODMAPS stands
for Fermentable Oligosaccharides, Disaccharides,
Monosaccharides, and Polyols. These compounds can draw water



into the gut and ferment in the colon, which may lead to
symptoms like gas, bloating, cramps, and diarrhea, especially
in people with digestive disorders 1like Irritable Bowel
Syndrome (IBS).

Watermelon is considered a high-FODMAP food because it
contains excess fructose, a type of natural sugar that can be
difficult to digest in large amounts. People following a low-
FODMAP diet are usually advised to limit or avoid watermelon
to help manage symptoms.

Final Thoughts:

Watermelon isn’t just a summertime treat; it’s a delicious way
to nourish your body while staying cool and refreshed. Its
natural sweetness, high water content, and vibrant color make
it a standout on any table.

Beyond the flavor, it offers real benefits - hydration,
vitamins, and antioxidants, all packed into one juicy bite.
And while it's easy to get carried away with this tasty fruit,
enjoying it in moderation helps you make the most of its
goodness without any drawbacks.

So, as the heat rolls in and the days stretch out, there’s no
better time to make watermelon a part of your routine. Chill
it, slice it, blend it — enjoy it any way you like.

Let’s celebrate summer with this juicy red delight that never
goes out of season.



